
Reduce class sizes by 4 in high needs 
schools, and by 2 everywhere else. 

Increase teacher pay by 12% over the 
next three years to keep great 
educators in Oakland.  

Bring the student to counselor ratio down 
from 600:1 to 250:1. The student to nurse 
ratio must go down from 1350:1 to 750:1.

We demand 
smaller 
class sizes!

We demand more student support!
We demand a 
living wage!

Oakland teachers are fighting to end the teacher retention crisis and provide a great education for all our students. After extensive 
negotiations with the district after working without a contract for 1.5 years, we are heading into fact-finding, the final step before a 
potential strike in early 2019.  Our demands outline a vision for building the public school system that Oakland families deserve. 

Teacher working conditions are student learning conditions.

 We know we need fully-funded 
neighborhood schools that serve all 
students in Oakland, no matter if they’re 
in the hills or the flatlands. But the 
Oakland Unified School District has a 
dierent plan. The District has said in so 
many words that in order to pay teachers a 
living wage, they’ll have to close 24 schools 
in the flatlands in the next few years. With 
Oakland’s population growing, the math 
just doesn’t add up! 

School closures hurt students, 
teachers, and communities
 These school closures would throw the 
lives of hundreds of students, parents, and 
 These school closures would throw the 
lives of hundreds of students, parents, and 
teachers into chaos. But these closures 
would also destroy entire school 
communities, which have immeasurable 
value in our society as a whole. When 
OUSD closes schools, communities lose 
vital programs housed in school buildings, 
like pre-K programs and health clinics. 
They send students to equally 
under-resourced receiving schools further 
from home and in unfamiliar 
neighborhoods. And it actually ends up 

costing the district more to shue around 
equipment, transport students to new 
schools, and accommodate new students 
there when they arrive. 

Who’s behind the eort to 
destroy 24 school communities in 
Oakland?
 Public school closures pave the way for  Public school closures pave the way for 
even more new privately-managed schools 
to open, but our schools are not for sale! The 
last public school in New Orleans closed in 
December and the city is now 100% 
charter. We see the same billionaire 
investors who have driven the privatization 
in New Orleans and in Detroit and Newark, 
ratcheting up their oensive against the 
children of Oakland. 
 If the district is allowed to move forward  If the district is allowed to move forward 
with this plan, we will see a two-tier system 
emerge — one in which students in the 
wealthier areas of Oakland are provided with 
public schools that are accountable to the 
public and students in the flatlands are 
provided with schools that are managed by 
unaccountable private firms instead. That’s unaccountable private firms instead. That’s 
not the vision we have for the children of 

Oakland. We know that neighborhood 
public schools are the cornerstones of a 
flourishing democracy, not another avenue 
to increase profits for the billionaire class. 
It’s up to us — the proud teachers, parents, 
and students of Oakland’s public schools — 
to save public education in Oakland and 
protect our neighborhood schools.

Together, we can save our schools! 
Together we can save public 
education in Oakland!
Oakland teachers know that in order to put Oakland teachers know that in order to put 
students first we must protect our 
neighborhood schools from the threat of 
closure. That’s why we are now fighting the 
district’s school closure plan as a part of our 
contract bargaining process. We are proud 
to stand with the school community at 
Roots International Academy, who are 
leading in this fight, and we are determined 
to continue to support their eorts to keep 
their school community flourishing and 
protect all other neighborhood schools from 
the threat of closure.



Oakland Teachers’ Voice is the monthly newsletter published by teachers in the Oakland Education Association. Learn more at oaklandea.org.

"As was demonstrated when over 50,000 people marched through the streets of LA on 
Saturday, if we strike it will be a strike for our students, and it will be a strike with our parents. 
It will be a strike to force the district to stop its illegal conduct and bargain in good faith; a 
strike for educational justice, and a strike for racial justice.

We have watched underfunding and the actions of privatizers undermine our 
students and our schools for too long. No more. The civic institution of public 
education in Los Angeles is worth saving. It needs to be saved, for the future of 
the city. Our students and families are worth the investment and we must the city. Our students and families are worth the investment and we must 
achieve the schools LA students deserve."

— Alex Caputo-Pearl, Los Angeles educator and President of UTLA

THEIR FIGHT IS OUR FIGHT
The Los Angeles Unified School district enrolls 694,000 students and is the second-largest school district in the country 
— larger than the entire public school system in the state of Oklahoma. On Monday, January 14, the United Teachers Los 
Angeles (UTLA) go out on strike with strong support from their students and families, making history for the people of Los 
Angeles and teachers, students, and school communities all over the country.

Billionaires, like union-busting LAUSD Superintendent Austin Beutner, want to turn public schools into private 
investments, and in the meantime destroy the institution of public education in Los Angeles. 

UTLA’s demands include reduced student-counselor ratios, lower class sizes, fair wages, a cap on charter growth, increased UTLA’s demands include reduced student-counselor ratios, lower class sizes, fair wages, a cap on charter growth, increased 
teacher discretion over standardized testing, and participatory budgeting. We send love and solidarity to our UTLA family!

STAND WITH OAKLAND TEACHERS. JOIN THE FIGHT.

· MAKE ART FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION: Join us at our Community Art Build to make banners, 
posters, t-shirts, and picket signs with Oakland teachers and local artists. All ages welcome, no prior 
art-making experience required. Sign up for a shift on January 18, 19, 20 at tinyurl.com/oaklandartbuild. 
OEA o ces, 272 E. 12th St.

· ORGANIZE WITH US: Join us at School’s Out!: An information session and action brainstorm for 
community organizations. January 29, 4-6pm. Eastside Arts Alliance, 2277 International Blvd.

@OaklandEA @oakland_ea @OaklandEA 
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