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OAKLAND EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

AN AFFIL!ATE OF THE CALIFORNIA TEACHERS ASSOCIATION AND THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

February 15, 2019

RE: AN OPEN LETTER TO OAKLAND TEACHERS, PARENTS & STUDENTS
Dear Friends & Family:

This report from the neutral factfinder endorses OEA’s bargaining positions: that OUSD’s teacher
retention crisis is much worse than the state average and must be addressed, that lower class sizes will
help improve educational outcomes for students, and that more supports for students are possible.
Further, the report affirms that the unchecked growth of charter schools is creating a systemic inequity
that is starving our public schools of the resources they need to thrive.

Our vision for Oakland is a community where students attend great schools that are staffed with caring,
experienced teachers, counselors and nurses. People who are dedicated to their craft and don’t have to
drive for Uber on the weekends to make ends meet.

Unfortunately, our School Board is instead following the lead of their billionaire-backed campaign
donors, GO Public Schools, who are pushing a competition-based model that has led to a patchwork of
privatization, school closures, and unimproved student outcomes in districts like New Orleans, Newark
and Detroit. Billionaires have been in control of our district for too long, leading to year-after-year of
draconian budget cuts, a plan to close 24 neighborhood public schools in Black and Brown communities,
and the largest and least credible school district bureaucracy in California. This bureaucracy has closed
18 district schools since 2004, with fourteen reopening as charter schools.

We are in a struggle for the soul of public education in Oakland, and billionaires can’t teach our kids. It’s
time for the OUSD school board and the Superintendent to decide which side they are on: the side of

the billionaires, or the side of Oakland students, parents and teachers. | know which side I'm on.

With love & solidarity,

Keith D. Brown, President
Oakland Education Association

272 East 12th Street » Oakland, CA 94606 + Phone: (510) 763-4020 * Fax: (510) 763-6354 + Hotline: (510) 763-0900
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