
Our strike laid the groundwork for a real movement to defend and improve public education in Oakland. Though we won significant 
gains for Oakland students, educators, and families—such as the first class size reductions for grades 4-12 in 37 years, more support 
for newcomers and other students with special needs, and a raise to help keep teachers in Oakland—our fight for well-funded 
schools is far from over. Join us in May for a month of action to demand the full funding, not closure or privatization, of our 
neighborhood public schools.

the fight for our schools continues

SAVE THE DATE AND SPREAD THE WORD!

Teachers and port workers unite to celebrate May Day and continue the fight for the schools our students deserve! Join the 
International Longshore Workers’ Union to defend port jobs and properly fund our public schools. The port of Oakland is the 
economic engine of our city, but it is not taxed at all, while other US ports are taxed and contribute to education funding. Meanwhile, 
our schools are starved of the resources students need to learn and grow and threatened with closure! Rally 11AM at Howard 
Terminal (Market st. and Embarcadero), 1:30 at 1000 Broadway (OUSD), and 2pm at Oscar Grant Plaza.

MAY 1 INTERNATIONAL WORKERS DAY AT THE PORT OF OAKLAND
Tax the Port to Fund Our Public Schools!

Shut Down the NewSchools Venture Fund SummitMAY 8-9 BILLIONAIRES CAN’T TEACH OUR KIDS!
The NewSchools Venture Fund, a billionaire-funded driver of the privatization of public schools, is hosting a summit in our city. We 
cannot be silent while corporations take over Oakland’s schools! Come with signs to the Oakland Marriott City Center, 1001 
Broadway on May 8, at 5pm.  The event continues the next day (more details forthcoming). 

An Educational Event On the Fight For Our Public SchoolsMAY 17 CLOSURES TO SOME ARE CUTS TO ALL!

Why is OUSD closing 24 schools in Oakland? Why is the expansion of charter schools causing a waste of $57 million per year in our 
district? Why does California, the richest state in the US, rank 46th in per-student spending? Come to an educational event and 
open discussion with teachers, students and families so we can decide how to fight back together. May 17, 6pm at Oakland High.

A Statewide Day of ActionMAY 22 SACRAMENTO: FUND OUR SCHOOLS NOW!

Join educators and students from all over California for a day of action at the State Capitol for fully-funded public schools, real 
reforms that address unchecked charter expansion, and for social and racial justice. More details TBA — save the date and talk to 
your teacher to learn more about how to get involved!

oaklandea.org



Why do we want our voices heard at the NewSchools 
Venture Fund “summit”, and what is it anyway?

join us in protest against 
the billionaire privatizers!

The NewSchools Venture Fund was founded 
by venture capitalists, and is now financed by 
the Walton Family (Walmart), Bill Gates 
(Microsoft), Mark Zuckerberg (Facebook), and 
other billionaires. Their goal is to expand the 
network of charter schools nationwide, and it’s 
no coincidence that they’ve decided to host 
this year’s summit in Oakland. 

Our city has been a petri dish for the privat-
izers in California, and with our school board 
determined to close 24 of our 86 neighbor-
hood public schools against the wishes of 
Oakland educators and families, they see a 
whole lot of opportunity. 

Charter schools are privately managed, but 
publicly funded, and their unregulated expan-
sion is causing traumatic displacement and 
instability for students and families and, 
depriving our students of the resources they 
need to learn and grow. 

The billionaire-bought school board here in 
Oakland has already allowed 34% of its 
schools to be replaced by charter schools, and 
as a result over $57 million is drained from 
our public schools every year. Students in 
charter schools and public schools both suffer 
from this waste. We have large class sizes, not 
nearly enough support staff (nurses, counsel-
ors, and psychologists), and a teacher reten-
tion crisis that is disruptive to our children’s 
education. 

Our public schools need improvement, but 
the way to do that is to ensure that they are 
properly funded, not sold off to the highest 
bidder and out of public hands! We cannot 
stand idly by while our education system is 
being taken over and destroyed by corpora-
tions and billionaires for profit. 




